
T
he intimations of gra-
cious family living pos-
sible at the east Vancou-
ver townhouse develop-

ment of Brix occur in equal mea-
sure inside and outside the pre-
sentation centre. 

The trailer display promises,
for example, that either granite
or marble will top the cabinetry;
that hardwood and porcelain tile
and 32-ounce broadloom will be
under foot; that stainless steel
will enclose the appliances; that
frosted glass will announce
egress.

The streetscape promises the
sticky fingers of youngsters will
soon enough be all over that
glass and marble and stainless:
The Brix block dead-ends at a
stately Edwardian, Lord Selkirk
elementary school.

False Creek renters Victor
Cuevas and Julia Brown found
these charms convincing enough
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AT THE TOP
OF VICTORIA

SHOAL POINT IS A PRICE ‘BENCHMARK’ I D2

HOME
THOUGHTS
SAVE ENERGY, WIN CAR

A CBC Television show, to air in the
spring, has made winners already
out of the four local homeowners
selected to participate by providing
them with $15,000 each.
The money is to be spent on new fur-
naces, lighting fixtures, appliances,
insulation, windows or any means
they feel is the best way to reduce
their home’s energy consumption for
a show called Code Green.
The winners are Jose and Michael
Stockdale of North Vancouver, Kathy
and Edwin Cho of Vancouver, Linda
and Frank Skara of Richmond and
Cindy Lauriente and Don Oliphant of
Langley.
The ultimate winner, who has the
lowest energy usage following the
retrofits, will win a 2005 hybrid car.

THEY’RE HOUSE-SAVVY
Local they are not, but informed they
are, about the business of owning a
home. 
1. When a Calgary realtor, Ghislaine
Bertrand (below), went looking for her
own home, she insisted that any
house she would own must demon-
strate the potential for immediate
price appreciation with a few fast
cosmetic fixes and for long-term
appreciation with further improve-
ments.
So she bought:
A bungalow, because she expects
demand for bungalows will boom
with an aging population looking  for
single-level living. 
An older bungalow, because, for
example, the narrow-strip hardwood
floors only needed refinishing — a
low-cost improvement that likely
added $10,000 to the value of the
property.
2. An American professional organiz-
er, Judith Kirk, shared some tips
with her hometown newspaper, The
Hartford Courant, on the contents of
the large filing cabinet she thinks
essential to home management:
• Create separate folders to hold all
that paperwork that might otherwise
wind up on the proverbial pile of bills
beneath the catalogues on the din-
ing room table
• Dump the pre-printed labels often
enclosed with file folders and create
categories that fit your way of think-
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Up from False Creek,
Julia Brown and Victor

Cuevas are anticipating
starting a family in their

new neighbourhood
of Kensington-
Cedar Cottage

and a to-be-built
townhouse

in the Brix development.
‘We invested

in a place where we will
enjoy living

and grow as a family,’
says Julia, surrounded by

some of the  stone-and-
stainless features that

are standard at Brix.
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See COUPLE ADORES D6
Newest Cressey tower offers
high living in Richmond, D4

604-507-3400

FINAL PHASE

SELLING FAST!

E. & O.E.

2 & 3 Bedroom Townhomes in
Surrey from the $240’s

A WARNING
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“... We chose the neighbour-
hood for the closeness to Com-
mercial Drive, Trout Lake and
the prospect that the neighbour-
hood will continue to grow into
a unique and comfortable com-
munity with like-minded indi-
viduals and families.”

“Like-minded” is a movable
feast. All Brix buyers share at
least one quality, however, and
that’s a venturesome or pioneer-
ing sensibility. 

The two blocks of Commercial
Street between Victoria Drive
and Selkirk elementary are lined
with buildings containing light-
industry enterprises. Those two
blocks are surrounded, however,
by block after block of single-
family homes.

At city hall the two blocks have
been “let-go” candidates for at
least 15 years, an industrial neigh-
bourhood the city is prepared to
surrender and see transformed
into a residential neighbourhood.

They received MC-1 zoning
approval in 1996, approval which
permits four-storey construction
and a mix of commercial, indus-
trial and residential occupancy.
The zoning also restricts build-
ing uses at grade to industrial
and commercial uses. 

Brix will put residences at
grade. “There appears to be very
little demand for ground-level
commercial,” reports a 2003
report from city hall staff to
council, a report that recom-
mended the MC-1 zoning be
amended to “all residential.”

The Brix townhouses will be
located on two properties across
the street from each other. 

The first phase is on sale now,
38 three-storey townhouses and
one-storey “garden flats.” (Twen-
ty-two have been bought.) The
second phase will probably be
released this quarter.

“Commercial Street itself is
undeniably a work in progress,”
another  Br ix  buyer,  Chr i s
Townsend, comments.

“One has to be a bit of a vision-
ary to appreciate the potential
that street has. It has a wonder-
ful approach — a wide boulevard
feel on a gentle rise, which is
anchored by the elementary
school.

“Once new residential devel-
opments emerge on that street
and neighbouring streets, and a
coffee shop pops up here and
there, it will be quite a dynamic
place.

“Keep in mind, however, that
the culturally diverse hotspot of
Commercial Drive is just min-
utes away.”

Cameron McNeill of McNeill
and Craik Real Estate Solutions,
the project’s marketer, suspects

that only about 18 months sepa-
rate the current Commercial
Street from the ‘‘dynamic’’ buyer
Townsend is  ant ic ipat ing :
There’s just too many land trans-
actions going on nearby not to
see the inevitability of the resi-
dential future on Commercial
Street. (Developer inquiries
started City Hall on the road to
“all residential.’’)

There’s a refreshing next-best-
thing realism to McNeill’s advo-
cacy of Brix: It is not a detached-
single-family home development,
but it is a single-family-home
development and it is not occur-
ring in a westside neighbour-
hood, but it is occurring in a
“character neighbourhood less
than a 15 minutes’ drive from
downtown.’’

‘‘The over-all Commercial Dri-
ve area in the last five years has
become really, really popular,’’ he
says.

‘‘That coupled with the eco-
nomics of real estate in greater
Vancouver have meant prices
have increased a lot [in Kensing-
ton-Cedar Cottage].

‘‘A single-family home in this
area, if it is a character home, is
very expensive. So what the
developer envisioned here was a
product that filled the niche
between the condo and the sin-
gle-familly home. 

‘‘It wasn't going up an elevator,
down a hallway and through the
front door. What this particular
product provides is a sense of
your own front yard, your own
front door, your own home....’’

Ya l e t o w n  h o m e o w n e r
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www.genexdevelopment.ca
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Year Warranty
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Presentation centre: 15357 17A Avenue
Open daily from noon to 5:00 pm.
tel: 604-542-4919
madison@genexdevelopment.ca

Live the White Rock lifestyle in an innovative luxury suite at MADISON by 

GENEX. Hot water radiant heating throughout, 2 secure underground parking 

spots, spacious patios and decks... we’ve thought of everything. Two-level city 

homes with private front entrances and your own garden area available as well.
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 third floor display suite 
 grand opening

it’s ready for you now. This year resolve to make the 

move to a more carefree lifestyle. No more walks to shovel 

and lawns to cut. Just relaxed carefree living at The Uptown. 

Spacious suites up to 1,709 sq ft designed for house sized 

furniture. Details like ceramic tile fl oors and soaker tubs that 

say “luxury”. Security features and a resident caretaker for 

peace of mind. The Uptown has them all. Come visit us in our 

newly opened sales centre in the Tower to see how you can 

move to hassle free living today.  

Make the decision now, and you can move in by

February 1st.

The Uptown
Hamilton Street/ 6th Street
New Westminster

House Style Living.
Without the Hassle.

Tower Display Suite
Open Daily Noon to 5pm
(Except Fridays)

604.522.5799

From D6

Continued on  D8

Commercial Drive potential
is appealing to Brix buyer

Display in The Brix showroom gives buyers an immediate overview of the attractive ambience.
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